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Book Club Kits 
 

Book Club Kits are created from the Ransom Library’s Book Discussion Group’s previous book talks. After a book has been 
discussed by the group, its multiple copies become a book kit. 

 

In each Book Club Kit, you will find: 

·  6 to 10 copies of the book 

·  One copy of "Good books lately" 

·  One page of questions for discussion 

·  One page of guidelines 

 

Borrowing Guidelines: 

·  Book Club Kits are open to all Ransom District Library cardholders. 

·  Book Club Kits may be reserved. 

·  A Book Club Kit may be checked out for eight weeks. 

·  Kits may NOT be renewed. 

·  A patron may check out only one kit at a time. 

·  The person who checks out the Book Club Kit is financially responsible for returning the entire kit. 

·  Please check the number of books before borrowing. 

 

Returning Guidelines: 

·  Please check the number of books before returning kit to the library. 

·  Book Club Kits must be returned inside the library. They may not go into the drop box. 

·  Borrowers will be charged $1.00 per day for an overdue Book Club Kit. 

·  Replacement cost of an entire Book Club Kit is $100.00 

·  Replacement cost of individual parts of the bag will depend on the cost of each particular item. 
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Utilizing the Catalog to find these items: 
- A list of all book kit records can be found by searching “Book Kit” under Subject. 
- A list of all formats (book, kit form, DVD, audiobook, etc.) in which the item is available can be found by searching the title. 
- A list of all items relating to an author can be found by searching the author’s “Last Name, First Name.” 

Check item availability at www.ransomlibrary.org  by searching our catalog. 
 

 

Kit 1 - 10 copies  The Kite Runner   Hosseini, Khaled 
Starting as an eloquent Afghan version of the American immigrant experience in the late 20th century, but betrayal and 
redemption come to the forefront when the narrator, a writer, returns to his ravaged homeland to rescue the son of his 
childhood friend after the boy's parents are shot during the Taliban takeover in the mid '90s. Amir is the first-person 
narrator, who marries, moves to California and becomes a successful novelist. But he remains haunted by a childhood 
incident in which he betrayed the trust of his best friend, a Hazara boy named Hassan, who receives a brutal beating 
from some local bullies. Amir learns that the Taliban have murdered Hassan and his wife, raising questions about the 
fate of his son, Sohrab. Amir makes the difficult journey to Kabul, only to learn the boy has been enslaved by a former 
childhood bully who has become a prominent Taliban official. The price Amir must pay to recover the boy is just one of 

several brilliant, startling plot twists that make this book memorable both as a political chronicle and a deeply personal tale about how 
childhood choices affect our adult lives.  
 

 

Kit 2 – 10 copies  One Thousand White Women  Fergus, Jim 
This American western is an imaginative fictional account of the participation of May Dodd and others in the 
controversial "Brides for Indians" program, a clandestine U.S. government-sponsored program intended to instruct 
"savages" in the ways of civilization and to assimilate the Indians into white culture through the offspring of these 
unions. May's personal journals, loaded with humor and intelligent reflection, describe the adventures of some very 
colorful brides, their marriages to Cheyenne warriors, and the natural abundance of life on the prairie before the final 
press of the white man's civilization. Fergus writes with tremendous insight and sensitivity about the individual 
community and the political and religious issues of the time. This book is artistically rendered with meticulous 
attention to small details that bring to life the daily concerns of a group of hardy souls at a pivotal time in U.S. history. 

 

 

Kit 3 – 10 copies  A Woman of Independent Means  Hailey, Elizabeth Forsythe  
A bestselling sensation when it was first published by Viking in 1978, A Woman of Independent Means has delighted 
millions of readers. At a time when women had few choices, Bess Steed Garner inherits a legacy--not only of wealth but 
of determination and desire, making her truly a woman of independent means. From the early 1900s through the 1960s, 
we accompany Bess as she endures life's trials and triumphs with unfailing courage and indomitable spirit: the sacrifices 
love sometimes requires of the heart, the flaws and rewards of marriage, the often-tested bond between mother and child, 
and the will to defy a society that demands conformity. Now, with this beautiful trade paperback edition, Penguin will 
introduce a new generation of readers to this richly woven story. . .and to Bess Steed Garner, a woman for all ages.  
 

 

 

Kit 4 – 8 copies   Memoirs of a Geisha   Golden, Arthur 
Nitta Sayuri tells the story of her life as a geisha. Readers enter a world where appearances are paramount; where a girl's 
virginity is auctioned to the highest bidder; where women are trained to beguile the most powerful men; and where love 
is scorned as illusion. "Sayuri's story begins in a poor fishing village in 1929, when, as a 9-year-old with unusual blue-
gray eyes, she is taken from her home and sold into slavery to a renowned geisha house. And we witness her 
transformation as she learns the rigorous arts of the geisha: dance and music; wearing kimono, elaborate makeup and 
hair; competing with a jealous rival for men's solicitude and the money that goes with it. But as World War II erupts and 
the geisha houses are forced to close, Sayuri, with little money and even less food, must reinvent herself all over again to 

find a rare kind of freedom on her own terms." Memoirs of a Geisha is a book of nuance and vivid metaphor, of memorable characters 
rendered with humor and pathos. And it is the transparent, seductive voice of Sayuri that the reader remembers. 
 

 
 Kit 5 – 10 copies House of the Spirits   Allende, Isabel 
Here, in an astonishing debut by a gifted storyteller, is the magnificent saga of proud and passionate men and women 
and the turbulent times through which they suffer and triumph. And theirs is a world you will not want to leave, and 
one you will not forget. Wonderfully written, Allende takes us by the hand to lead us through the wonderfully hilarious, 
sometimes awkward and often times quirky situations of her family's lives. Yet she does not spare the villinous 
escapades of one of her familiy's patriarch. This book is a gem. 
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Kit 6 – 10 copies  The Color of Water      McBride, James 
James McBride, journalist, musician and son, explores his mother's past, as well as his own upbringing and heritage, in a 
poignant and powerful debut, The Color Of Water: A Black Man's Tribute to His White Mother. The son of a black 
minister and a woman who would not admit she was white, James McBride grew up in "orchestrated chaos" with his 
eleven siblings in the poor, all-black projects of Red Hook, Brooklyn. "Mommy" herded her brood to Manhattan's free 
cultural events, sent them off on buses to the best (and mainly Jewish) schools, demanded good grades and commanded 
respect. As a young man, McBride saw his mother as a source of embarrassment, worry, and confusion--and reached 
thirty before he began to discover the truth about her early life and long-buried pain. McBride retraces his mother's 
footsteps and, through her searing and spirited voice, recreates her remarkable story. "God is the color of water," Ruth 

McBride taught her children, firmly convinced that life's blessings and life's values transcend race. The Color of Water touches readers of 
all colors as a vivid portrait of growing up, a haunting meditation on race and identity, and a lyrical valentine to a mother from her son. 
 

 
 Kit 7 – 10 copies Nickel and Dimed   Ehrenreich, Barbara 
Millions of Americans work full-time, year-round, for poverty-level wages. In 1998, Barbara Ehrenreich decided to join 
them. She was inspired in part by the rhetoric surrounding welfare reform, which promised that a job - any job - could be 
the ticket to a better life. But how does anyone survive, let alone prosper on six to seven dollars an hour? To find out, 
Ehrenreich left her home, took the cheapest lodgings she could find, and accepted whatever jobs she was offered as a 
woefully inexperienced homemaker returning to the workforce. So began a grueling, hair-raising, and darkly funny 
odyssey through the underside of working America. Nickel and Dimed reveals low-wage America in all its tenacity, 
anxiety, and surprising generosity - a land of Big Boxes, fast food, and a thousand desperate stratagems for survival. 

Read it for the smoldering clarity of Ehrenreich's perspective and for a rare view of how "prosperity" looks from the bottom. You will 
never see anything - from a motel bathroom to a restaurant meal - quite the same way again. 
 

 

Kit 8 – 8 copies  Girl Named Zippy   Kimmel, Haven 
In this first book, Kimmel has written a love letter to her hometown of Mooreland, IN, a town with an unchanging 
population of 300 in America's heartland. Nicknamed "Zippy" for her energetic interpretation of a circus monkey, she 
could not be bothered to speak until she was three years old, and her first words involved bargaining with her father 
about whether or not a baby bottle was still appropriate. Born in 1965, Zippy lived in a world filled with a loving family, 
peculiar neighbors, and multitudes of animals, including a chicken she loved and treated like a baby. Her story is filled 
with good humor, fine storytelling, and acute observations of small town life. 
 

 
 

Kit 9 – 8 copies  Rice Mother    Manicka, Rani 
Manicka's novel is an absorbing multigenerational saga set in Malaysia. At age 14, Lakshmi is married off to Ayah, who 
is more than twice her age. Led to believe Ayah is rich, Lakshmi is surprised to learn he is actually a clerk wholly 
lacking any sort of ambition. Lakshmi makes the best of her situation, bearing 6 children, including a set of twins, in 5 
years. But Lakshmi is dogged by a prophecy that predicts heartbreak from her oldest son and the loss of one other child. 
She is a ferociously protective mother, and when the Japanese invade Malaysia during World War II, she hides her 
daughters away. Manicka tells her story from many of the characters' point of views; they tell each other's stories as 
often as they tell their own. Graceful, engrossing and peopled with memorable characters, this novel is sure to attract a 
wide audience. 

 

 
Kit 10 – 10 copies The Glass Castle: A Memoir  Walls, Jeannette 
Jeannette Walls grew up with parents whose ideals and stubborn nonconformity were both their curse and their 
salvation. Rex and Rose Mary Walls had four children. In the beginning, they lived like nomads, moving among 
Southwest desert towns, camping in the mountains. Rex was a charismatic, brilliant man who, when sober, captured his 
children's imagination, teaching them physics, geology, and above all, how to embrace life fearlessly. Rose Mary, who 
painted and wrote and couldn't stand the responsibility of providing for her family, called herself an "excitement addict." 
Cooking a meal that would be consumed in fifteen minutes had no appeal when she could make a painting that might last 
forever. Later, when the money ran out, or the romance of the wandering life faded, the Walls retreated to the dismal 

West Virginia mining town - and the family - Rex Walls had done everything he could to escape. He drank. He stole the grocery money 
and disappeared for days. As the dysfunction of the family escalated, Jeannette and her brother and sisters had to fend for themselves, 
supporting one another as they weathered their parents' betrayals and, finally, found the resources and will to leave home. What is so 
astonishing about Jeannette Walls is not just that she had the guts and tenacity and intelligence to get out, but that she describes her 
parents with such deep affection and generosity. Hers is a story of triumph against all odds, but also a tender, moving tale of unconditional 
love in a family that despite its profound flaws gave her the fiery determination to carve out a successful life on her own terms. 
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 Kit 11 – 8 copies Girl with a Pearl Earring  Chevalier, Tracy 
Girl with a Pearl Earring centers on Vermeer's prosperous Delft household during the 1660s. When Griet, the novel's 
quietly perceptive heroine, is hired as a servant, turmoil follows. First, the 16-year-old narrator becomes increasingly 
intimate with her master. Then Vermeer employs her as his assistant--and ultimately has Griet sit for him as a model. 
Chevalier vividly evokes the complex domestic tensions of the household, ruled over by the painter's jealous, eternally 
pregnant wife and his taciturn mother-in-law. At times the relationship between servant and master seems a little 
anachronistic. Still, Girl with a Pearl Earring does contain a final delicious twist. 

 
 

 

 Kit 12 – 6 copies To Kill a Mockingbird   Lee, Harper 
One of the best-loved stories of all time, To Kill a Mockingbird has been translated into more than forty languages, sold 
more than thirty million copies worldwide, served as the basis of an enormously popular motion picture, and was voted 
one of the best novels of the twentieth century by librarians across the country. A gripping, heart-wrenching, and wholly 
remarkable tale of coming-of-age in a South poisoned by virulent prejudice, it views a world of great beauty and savage 
inequities through the eyes of a young girl, as her father -- a crusading local lawyer -- risks everything to defend a black 
man unjustly accused of a terrible crime. 

 

 

Kit 13 – 10 copies Fahrenheit 451    Bradbury, Ray 
In Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury's classic, frightening vision of the future, firemen don't put out fires--they start them in 
order to burn books. Bradbury's vividly painted society holds up the appearance of happiness as the highest goal--a place 
where trivial information is good, and knowledge and ideas are bad. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 Kit 14 – 10 copies The Memory Keepers Daughter  Edwards, Kim 
Edwards' assured but schematic novel hinges on the birth of fraternal twins, a healthy boy and a girl with Down 
syndrome, resulting in the father's disavowal of his newborn daughter. A snowstorm immobilizes Lexington, Ky., in 
1964, and when young Norah Henry goes into labor, her husband, orthopedic surgeon Dr. David Henry, must deliver 
their babies himself, aided only by a nurse. Seeing his daughter's handicap, he instructs the nurse, Caroline Gill, to take 
her to a home and later tells Norah, who was drugged during labor that their son Paul's twin died at birth. Instead of 
institutionalizing Phoebe, Caroline absconds with her to Pittsburgh. David's deception becomes the defining moment of 
the main characters' lives, and Phoebe's absence corrodes her birth family's core over the course of the next 25 years. 

David's undetected lie warps his marriage; he grapples with guilt; Norah mourns her lost child; and Paul not only deals with his parents' 
icy relationship but with his own yearnings for his sister as well. 
 

 
 Kit 15 – 10 copies The Divide    Evans, Nicholas 
When the frozen body of a young woman is discovered in a -remote creek in the Rocky Mountains, the heartrending story 
of a family in crisis begins to unfold. Reaching back in time, members of the seemingly perfect Cooper family present 
their version of the events, emotions, and twists of fate that forever altered the benign course of their collective lives. 
After the unanticipated divorce of Sarah and Benjamin Cooper, their daughter, Abbie, becomes involved with a 
dangerous ecoterrorist group, while their son, Josh, drifts along in a marijuana-fueled haze. As they all move inexorably 
toward the ultimate tragedy, their individual perspectives coalesce, providing the reader with an opportunity to fully 
understand the toxic intersection of expectations, needs, and desires that inevitably caused their family unit to implode. 

Attempting to understand how and why Abbie wound up in the bottom of the creek, the Coopers are finally able to come to terms with the 
past and move toward the future. This lyrical novel runs the gamut from devastation to despair to deliverance. 
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Kit 16 – 10 copies Year of Wonders   Brooks, Geraldine 
Geraldine Brooks's Year of Wonders describes the 17th-century plague that is carried from London to a small 
Derbyshire village by an itinerant tailor. As villagers begin, one by one, to die, the rest face a choice: do they flee their 
village in hope of outrunning the plague or do they stay? The lord of the manor and his family pack up and leave. The 
rector, Michael Mompellion, argues forcefully that the villagers should stay put, isolate themselves from neighboring 
towns and villages, and prevent the contagion from spreading. His oratory wins the day and the village turns in on 
itself. Cocooned from the outside world and ravaged by the disease, its inhabitants struggle to retain their humanity in 
the face of the disaster. The narrator, the young widow Anna Frith, is one of the few who succeeds. With Mompellion 

and his wife, Elinor, she tends to the dying and battles to prevent her fellow villagers from descending into drink, violence, and 
superstition. All is complicated by the intense, inexpressible feelings she develops for both the rector and his wife. There is no mistaking 
the power of Brooks's imagination or the skill with which she constructs her story of ordinary people struggling to cope with 
extraordinary circumstances. 
 

 

 Kit 17 – 6 copies The Quality of Life Report  Daum, Meghan 
Humor and self-knowledge infuse Daum’s novel, The Quality of Life Report. Fans of Daum's essays probably know that 
her unworkable, expensive New York lifestyle led her to move to the Midwest. Same goes for the fictional Lucinda 
Trout, a New York TV producer who, while on assignment, falls in love with the town of Prairie City. Daum, with 
typical acuity, is wise to her character's real motivations for moving to the country: she wants to be a better person, and 
believes the Midwest will do the trick: "This was, after all, serious country. The real heartland, the plains. It was Willa 
Cather-novel serious. It was Sissy Spacek-movie serious and documentary-film-about-poor-conditions-in-meat-packing-
plants-serious." Lucinda soon discovers that she's not immune to the less-than-perfect aspects of Prairie City living, and 
acquires a boyfriend of questionable hygiene and judgement; a rambling, isolated farmhouse that looks like the set to a 
Sam Shepard movie but is impossible to heat; and a tanning-bed tan and a set of false nails that are the region's signature 

style. The plot of the novel unwinds rather messily, and Daum doesn't always seem in control of her material. But she never lets Lucinda 
off the hook, and that's the key to the book's success. Daum has given her heroine a voice that is prickly, a little ruthless, and lovably 
vulnerable all at once. We don't always respect Lucinda, but we're pretty sure we'd be friends with her. 
 

 

 Kit 18 – 8 copies The Breakdown Lane   Mitchard, Jacquelyn 
Leo Steiner is selfish, shallow, and arrogant; he epitomizes a middle-aged man undergoing a midlife crisis, and deserves 
a high rank on anyone's list of low-life losers. Leo abandons his 20-year marriage to Julianne, parentage of two teenagers 
and a toddler, and a lackluster legal career in favor of a utopian existence on a commune with some erstwhile hippies. 
His departure comes just as Julie is diagnosed with multiple sclerosis, and the teenagers and toddler all hit the peak of 
their age brackets' vulnerability. It is how Julie deals with this despicable lout, the dissolution of her marriage, the 
disruption of her family, and the deterioration of her health that showcases Mitchard at her relationship-defining best. 
Julie is admirable yet approachable, neither a long-suffering martyr nor a whining, clueless cliche. She copes, she cries, 
she fusses at her kids, they yell back. The eldest, Gabe, a learning-disabled teen outcast, is both his mother's rock and the 

novel's heart, his journal entries revealing a preternaturally wise and sensitive young man. An astute observer of family dynamics, 
Mitchard renders her characters flawlessly, endowing them with a humanity that is both accessibly grounded and astonishingly deep. 
 

  

Kit 19 – 8 copies  Catch 22    Heller, Joseph 
There was a time when reading Joseph Heller's classic satire on the murderous insanity of war was nothing less than a 
rite of passage. Echoes of Yossarian, the wise-ass bombardier who was too smart to die but not smart enough to find a 
way out of his predicament, could be heard throughout the counterculture. As a result, it's impossible not to consider 
Catch-22 to be something of a period piece. But 40 years on, the novel's undiminished strength is its looking-glass logic. 
Again and again, Heller's characters demonstrate that what is commonly held to be good, is bad; what is sensible, is 
nonsense. 
 

 
 

   

 Kit 20 – 10 copies The Great Gatsby   Fitzgerald, F. Scott 
In 1922, F. Scott Fitzgerald announced his decision to write "something new--something extraordinary and beautiful and 
simple + intricately patterned." That extraordinary, beautiful, intricately patterned, and above all, simple novel became 
The Great Gatsby, arguably Fitzgerald's finest work and certainly the book for which he is best known. A portrait of the 
Jazz Age in all of its decadence and excess, Gatsby captured the spirit of the author's generation and earned itself a 
permanent place in American mythology. Self-made, self-invented millionaire Jay Gatsby embodies some of Fitzgerald's-
-and his country's--most abiding obsessions: money, ambition, greed, and the promise of new beginnings. Gatsby's rise to 
glory and eventual fall from grace becomes a kind of cautionary tale about the American Dream. 
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Kit 21 – 10 copies Dead Man Walking   Prejean, (Sister) Helen 
Dead Man Walking: An eyewitness account of the death penalty in the United States by Sister Helen Prejean, a Catholic 
nun, is a compelling polemic against capital punishment. This story was later made into a movie starring Susan Sarandon 
and Sean Penn. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 Kit 22 – 10 copies The Bean Trees    Kingsolver, Barbara 
This debut novel follows the gritty, outspoken Taylor Greer, who leaves her native Kentucky to head west. She becomes 
mother to an abandoned baby and, when her jalopy dies in Tucson, is forced to work in a tire garage and to room with a 
young, battered divorcee who also has a little girl. With sisterly counsel and personal honesty, the two face their painful 
lot (told in ponderous detail). The blue-collar setting, described vibrantly, often turns violent, with baby beatings, street 
brawls, and drug busts. Despite the hurt and rage, themes of love and nurturing emerge. The Bean Trees is a refreshingly 
upbeat debut novel. 
 

  

Kit 23 – 8 copies  All Over But the Shoutin'  Bragg, Rick 
Bragg brings alive his childhood of Southern poverty--his absentee father dead at 40, one brother scavenging coal for the 
family at nine, the other in and out of jail. Someone advised Bragg, "[T]o tell a story right you have to lean the words 
against each other so that they don't all fall down," and his gift for language shines through every scene of violence and 
deprivation.  
 
 

 
 

 
Kit 24 – 10 copies The Good Earth    Buck, Pearl 
The Good Earth is a novel written by Pearl S. Buck. The book, set in the time of turn of the century China, is about the 
fifty year fraction of the life span of the main character, Wang Lung, and how his life and his ever-growing family 
drastically changes through out the years. Wang Lung starts off as a poor farmer and gradually evolves into a rich 
dynasty with money coming from every angle. 

 

 
 

 

 Kit 25 – 8 copies Beach Music    Conroy, Pat 
Jack McCall, a food and travel writer, fled with his toddler daughter, Leah, to Rome in 1982 in the wake of his wife 
Shyla's suicidal jump from a bridge in Charleston, S.C., and her parents' subsequent lawsuit to deny him custody of 
Leah. He returns home some years later because his mother is dying of leukemia. In addition to becoming embroiled in 
family tension, he begins a slow process of reconciliation with Shyla's parents, who eventually tell him the stories of 
their respective Holocaust experiences; with his first love, Ledare Ashley, now a scriptwriter employed by their youthful 
chum, Mike Hess, to write a screenplay of their growing-up years; and with his parents and siblings. He witnesses the 
return to Waterford of another friend, Jordan Elliot, who has been presumed dead for 18 years after he was accused of 
murder during a protest against the Vietnam War, and who was betrayed by the fourth member of their boyhood clan, 

Capers Middleton, who is now running for governor of South Carolina. Conroy's dark humor has its usual sardonic edge, and his 
characters' rat-a-tat repartee is laden with casual obscenities and jocular insults. As expected, the characters are larger than life-impossibly 
beautiful, romantic, witty; in particular, Jack's precocious daughter may seem too mature, sweet, graceful, poised and smart to be true. In 
the end, of course, as Jack understands that everybody in his life carries a tragic secret equal to the anguish he bears, he achieves healing 
in the very community, and the very South, he had been determined to leave forever. 
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 Kit 26 – 7 copies I Know This Much is True  Lamb, Wally 
Some may be daunted by the novel’s length, its seemingly obsessive inclusion of background details and its many 
digressions. The topics it explores (mental illness, dysfunctional families, domestic abuse) are rendered with candor. But 
thanks to well-sustained dramatic tension, funky gallows humor and some shocking surprises, this sinuous story of one 
family's dark secrets and recurring patterns of behavior largely succeeds in its ambitious reach.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
Kit 27 – 8 copies  Water for Elephants   Gruen, Sare 
Though he may not speak of them, the memories still dwell inside Jacob Jankowski's ninety-something-year-old mind. 
Memories of himself as a young man, tossed by fate onto a rickety train that was home to the Benzini Brothers Most 
Spectacular Show on Earth. Memories of a world filled with freaks and clowns, with wonder and pain and anger and 
passion; a world with its own narrow, irrational rules, its own way of life, and its own way of death. The world of the 
circus: to Jacob it was both salvation and a living hell. "Jacob was there because his luck had run out - orphaned and 
penniless, he had no direction until he landed on this locomotive "ship of fools." It was the early part of the Great 
Depression, and everyone in this third-rate circus was lucky to have any job at all. Marlena, the star of the equestrian act, 

was there because she fell in love with the wrong man, a handsome circus boss with a wide mean streak. And Rosie the elephant was 
there because she was the great gray hope, the new act that was going to be the salvation of the circus; the only problem was, Rosie didn't 
have an act - in fact, she couldn't even follow instructions. The bond that grew among this unlikely trio was one of love and trust, and 
ultimately, it was their only hope for survival. 
 

 

Kit 28 – 8 copies  John Adams    McCullough, John 
Left to his own devices, John Adams might have lived out his days as a Massachusetts country lawyer, devoted to his 
family and friends. As it was, events swiftly overtook him, and Adams--who, David McCullough writes, was "not a man 
of the world" and not fond of politics--came to greatness as the second president of the United States, and one of the 
most distinguished of a generation of revolutionary leaders. Overshadowed by the lustrous presidents Washington and 
Jefferson, who bracketed his tenure in office, Adams emerges from McCullough's brilliant biography as a truly heroic 
figure--not only for his significant role in the American Revolution but also for maintaining his personal integrity in its 
strife-filled aftermath. McCullough spends much of his narrative examining the troubled friendship between Adams and 

Jefferson, who had in common a love for books and ideas but differed on almost every other imaginable point. But McCullough also 
considers Adams in his own light, and the portrait that emerges is altogether fascinating. 
 

 

 Kit 29 – 8 copies Nick Adams Stories   Hemingway, Ernest 
The famous "Nick Adams" stories show a memorable character growing from child to adolescent to soldier, veteran, 
writer, and parent -- a sequence closely paralleling the events of Hemingway's life. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 Kit 30 – 8 copies A Walk in the Woods   Bryce, Bill 
Our initial reaction to Bill Bryson's reading of A Walk in the Woods may well be "Egads! What a bore!" But by sentence 
three or four, his clearly articulated, slightly adenoidal, British/American-accented speech pattern begins to grow on you 
and becomes quite engaging. You immediately get a hint of the humor that lies ahead, such as one of the innumerable 
reasons he longed to walk as many of the 2,100 miles of the Appalachian Trail as he could. By the time our storyteller 
recounts his trip to the Dartmouth Co-op, suffering serious sticker shock over equipment prices, you'll be hooked. Bryson's 
telling is a knee-slapping, laugh-out-loud funny trek through the woods, with a touch of science and history thrown in for 
good measure. 
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 Kit 31 – 8 copies The Daughter of Time   Tey, Josephine 
Josephine Tey is often referred to as the mystery writer for people who don't like mysteries. Her skills at character 
development and mood setting, and her tendency to focus on themes not usually touched upon by mystery writers, have 
earned her a vast and appreciative audience. In Daughter of Time, Tey focuses on the legend of Richard III, the evil 
hunchback of British history accused of murdering his young nephews. While at a London hospital recuperating from a 
fall, Inspector Alan Grant becomes fascinated by a portrait of King Richard. A student of human faces, Grant cannot 
believe that the man in the picture would kill his own nephews. With an American researcher's help, Grant delves into 
his country's history to discover just what kind of man Richard Plantagenet was and who really killed the little princes. 
 

 

 

Kit 32 – 6 copies  A Confederacy of Dunces  Toole, John Kennedy 
Meet Ignatius J. Reilly, the hero of  the tragicomic tale, this 30-year-old medievalist lives at home with his mother in 
New Orleans, pens his magnum opus on Big Chief writing pads he keeps hidden under his bed, and relays to anyone 
who will listen the traumatic experience he once had on a Greyhound Scenicruiser. But Ignatius's quiet life of 
tyrannizing his mother and writing his endless comparative history screeches to a halt when he is almost arrested by the 
overeager Patrolman Mancuso--who mistakes him for a vagrant--and then involved in a car accident with his tipsy 
mother behind the wheel. Our hero stumbles from one adventure to the next. Ignatius's path through the working world 
is populated by marvelous secondary characters: the stripper Darlene and her talented cockatoo; the septuagenarian 
secretary Miss Trixie, whose desperate attempts to retire are constantly, comically thwarted; gay blade Dorian Greene; 

sinister Miss Lee, proprietor of the Night of Joy nightclub; and Myrna Minkoff, the girl Ignatius loves to hate. The many subplots that 
weave through A Confederacy of Dunces are as complicated as anything you'll find in a Dickens novel, and just as beautifully tied 
together in the end. But it is Ignatius--selfish, domineering, and deluded, tragic and comic and larger than life--who carries the story. John 
Kennedy Toole committed suicide in 1969 and never saw the publication of his novel. Ignatius Reilly is what he left behind, a fitting 
memorial to a talented and tormented life. 
 

 

 Kit 33 – 6 copies Snow Flower and the Secret Fan  Lee, Lisa 
Starred Review. See's engrossing novel set in remote 19th-century China details the deeply affecting story of lifelong, 
intimate friends, Lily and Snow Flower, their imprisonment by rigid codes of conduct for women and their betrayal by 
pride and love. While granting immediacy to Lily's voice, See (Flower Net) adroitly transmits historical background in 
graceful prose. Her in-depth research into women's ceremonies and duties in China's rural interior brings fascinating 
revelations about arranged marriages, women's inferior status in both their natal and married homes, and the Confucian 
proverbs and myriad superstitions that informed daily life. Beginning with a detailed and heartbreaking description of 
Lily and her sisters' foot binding ("Only through pain will you have beauty. Only through suffering will you have peace"), 

the story widens to a vivid portrait of family and village life. Most impressive is See's incorporation of nu shu, a secret written phonetic 
code among women—here between Lily and Snow Flower—that dates back 1,000 years in the southwestern Hunan province ("My 
writing is soaked with the tears of my heart,/ An invisible rebellion that no man can see"). As both a suspenseful and poignant story and 
an absorbing historical chronicle, this novel has bestseller potential and should become a reading group favorite as well. 
 

 

 Kit 34 – 6 copies Marley and Me    Grogan, John 
Labrador retrievers are generally considered even-tempered, calm and reliable;and then there's Marley, the subject of this 
delightful tribute to one Lab who doesn't fit the mold. Grogan, a columnist for the Philadelphia Inquirer, and his wife, 
Jenny, were newly married and living in West Palm Beach when they decided that owning a dog would give them a 
foretaste of the parenthood they anticipated. Marley was a sweet, affectionate puppy who grew into a lovably naughty, 
hyperactive dog. With a light touch, the author details how Marley was kicked out of obedience school after humiliating 
his instructor and swallowed an 18-karat solid gold necklace. Grogan's chronicle of the adventures parents and children 
enjoyed with the overly energetic but endearing dog is delivered with great humor.  

 

 

Kit 35 – 6 copies  Some Danger Involved   Thomas, Will 
Modeled after the adventures of Sherlock Holmes, but with a verve all its own, this debut mystery introduces a likable 
pair of sleuths and explores the Jewish quarter of Victorian London. Fresh, self-effacing Thomas Llewelyn is a plucky lad 
down on his luck when he becomes the unlikely assistant to idiosyncratic Cyrus Barker, a patently Holmesian private 
detective with an enigmatic background in China. Hardly has Llewelyn settled into his new quarters in his employer's 
residence when he is called upon to assist Barker in an investigation of the crucifixion death of a young Jewish scholar. 
The convoluted tale leads through the tightly circumscribed Jewish ghetto, as it appears that the murder may be the 
overture to a pogrom by vicious anti-Semitic factions. Besides initiating Llewelyn into the rigors of detective work, 

Barker introduces his young associate to a number of exotic cuisines, Chinese and Italian among them. Such period curiosities and the 
growing friendship between Llewelyn and Barker are the chief delights of this engaging novel. 
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Kit 36 – 6 copies  A Midwife’s Tale   Ulrich, Laurel Thatcher 
This book is a model of social history at its best. An exegesis of Ballard's diary, it recounts the life and times of this 
obscure Maine housewife and midwife. Using passages from the diary as a starting point for each chapter division, 
Ulrich, a professor at the University of New Hampshire, demonstrates how the seemingly trivial details of Ballard's daily 
life reflect and relate to prominent themes in the history of the early republic: the role of women in the economic life of 
the community, the nature of marriage and sexual relations, the scope of medical knowledge and practice. Speculating on 
why Ballard kept the diary as well as why her family saved it, Ulrich highlights the document's usefulness for historians. 

 
 

  

Kit 37 – 6 copies  Having Our Say    Delany, Sarah & Elizabeth w/Amy Hill Hearth 
In this remarkable and charming oral history, two perspicacious sisters, aged 101 and 103, reflect on their family life and 
their careers as pioneering African American professionals. Brief chapters capture Sadie's warm voice and Bessie's 
feistiness. The unmarried sisters, who live together, tell of growing up on the campus of a black college, where their 
father was an Episcopal priest, and of being too independent for the men who courted them. With parental influence far 
stronger than that of Jim Crow, they joined professions--Sadie teaching domestic science, Bessie practicing dentistry. In 
1920s Harlem they mixed with black activists and later were among the first to integrate the New York City suburb of 
Mount Vernon. While their account of the last 40 years is sketchy, their observations make them worthwhile company.  

 
 

Kit 38 – 6 copies  Seabiscuit    Hillenbrand, Laura 
Seabiscuit didn't look like much. With his smallish stature, knobby knees, and slightly crooked forelegs, he looked more 
like a cow pony than a thoroughbred. But looks aren't everything; his quality, an admirer once wrote, "was mostly in his 
heart." Laura Hillenbrand tells the story of the horse that became a cultural icon. Seabiscuit rose to prominence with the 
help of an unlikely triumvirate. Hillenbrand details the ups and downs of "team Seabiscuit," from early training sessions 
to record-breaking victories, and from serious injury to "Horse of the Year"--as well as the Biscuit's fabled rivalry with 
War Admiral. She also describes the world of horseracing in the 1930s, from the snobbery of Eastern journalists 
regarding Western horses and public fascination with the great thoroughbreds to the jockeys' torturous weight-loss 

regimens. Along the way, Hillenbrand paints wonderful images, Seabiscuit happily posing for photographers for several minutes on end; 
other horses refusing to work out with Seabiscuit because he teased and taunted them with his blistering speed. Hillenbrand has crafted a 
delightful book. 
 
 

 Kit 39 – 6 copies A New Earth    Tolle, Eckhart 
According to Tolle, who assumes the role of narrator as well, humans are on the verge of creating a new world by a 
personal transformation that shifts our attention away from our ever-expanding egos. This idea is well realized through 
Tolle's remarkably well-paced narration. Naturally, the author understands his material so thoroughly that he is able to 
convey it in an enjoyable manner, but Tolle's gentle tone and dialect begs his audience's attention simply through its 
straightforward approach. Something about this reading just seems profoundly important, whether one agrees with the 
material or not, and attention is sure to be captured within seconds of reading Tolle's take on the universe.  
 

 
 
Kit 40 – 6 copies  The Turn of the Screw   James, Henry 
This novella by Henry James was published serially in Collier's Weekly in 1898 and published in book form later that 
year. One of the world's most famous ghost stories, the tale is told mostly through the journal of a governess and depicts 
her struggle to save her two young charges from the demonic influence of the eerie apparitions of two former servants in 
the household. The story inspired critical debate over the question of the "reality" of the ghosts and of James's intentions. 
James himself, in his preface to volume XII of The Novels and Tales of Henry James, called the tale a "fable" and said 
that he did not specify details of the ghosts' evil deeds because he wanted readers to supply their own vision of terror. 
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Kit 41 – 6 copies  My Sister’s Keeper   Picoult, Jodi 
The difficult choices a family must make when a child is diagnosed with a serious disease are explored with pathos and 
understanding in My Sister’s Keeper. The author has taken on the controversial subject of creating babies for health 
purposes and the ethical and moral fallout that results. Kate Fitzgerald has a rare form of leukemia. Her sister, Anna, 
was conceived to provide a donor match for procedures that become increasingly invasive. At 13, Anna hires a lawyer 
so that she can sue her parents for the right to make her own decisions about how her body is used when a kidney 
transplant is planned. Meanwhile, Jesse, the neglected oldest child of the family, is out setting fires, which his 
firefighter father, Brian, inevitably puts out. Picoult uses multiple viewpoints to reveal each character's intentions and 

observations. Picoult ably explores a complex subject with bravado and clarity, and comes up with a heart-wrenching, unexpected plot 
twist at the book's conclusion. 
 
  

 Kit 42 – 6 copies Three Cups of Tea   Mortenson, Greg 
Some failures lead to phenomenal successes, and this American nurse's unsuccessful attempt to climb K2, the world's 
second tallest mountain, is one of them. Dangerously ill when he finished his climb in 1993, Mortenson was sheltered 
for seven weeks by the small Pakistani village of Korphe; in return, he promised to build the impoverished town's first 
school, a project that grew into the Central Asia Institute, which has since constructed more than 50 schools across rural 
Pakistan and Afghanistan. Coauthor Relin recounts Mortenson's efforts in fascinating detail, presenting compelling 
portraits of the village elders, con artists, philanthropists, mujahideen, Taliban officials, ambitious school girls and 
upright Muslims Mortenson met along the way. As the book moves into the post-9/11 world, Mortenson and Relin argue 
that the United States must fight Islamic extremism in the region through collaborative efforts to alleviate poverty and 

improve access to education, especially for girls. Captivating and suspenseful, with engrossing accounts of both hostilities and unlikely 
friendships, this book will win many readers' hearts. 
 

 

 Kit 43 – 6 copies Loving Frank    Horan, Nancy 
It's a rare treasure to find a historically imagined novel that is at once fully versed in the facts and unafraid of weaving 
those truths into a story that dares to explore the unanswered questions. Frank Lloyd Wright and Mamah Cheney's love 
story is--as many early reviews of Loving Frank have noted--little-known and often dismissed as scandal. In Nancy 
Horan's skillful hands, however, what you get is two fully realized people, entirely, irrepressibly, in love. Together, 
Frank and Mamah are a wholly modern portrait, and while you can easily imagine them in the here and now, it's their 
presence in the world of early 20th century America that shades how authentic and, ultimately, tragic their story is. 
Mamah's bright, earnest spirit is particularly tender in the context of her time and place, which afforded her little 

opportunity to realize the intellectual life for which she yearned. Loving Frank is a remarkable literary achievement, tenderly acute and 
even-handed in even the most heartbreaking moments, and an auspicious debut from a writer to watch. 
 

 

Kit 44 – 6 copies  The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society Shaffer, Mary Ann 
The letters comprising this small charming novel begin in 1946, when single, 30-something author Juliet Ashton (nom 
de plume Izzy Bickerstaff) writes to her publisher to say she is tired of covering the sunny side of war and its aftermath. 
When Guernsey farmer Dawsey Adams finds Juliet's name in a used book and invites articulate and not-so-articulate 
neighbors to write Juliet with their stories, the book's epistolary circle widens, putting Juliet back in the path of war 
stories. The occasionally contrived letters jump from incident to incident including the formation of the Guernsey 
Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society while Guernsey was under German occupation and person to person in a manner 
that feels disjointed. But Juliet's quips are so clever, the Guernsey inhabitants so enchanting and the small acts of 

heroism so vivid and moving that one forgives the authors (Shaffer died earlier this year) for not being able to settle on a single person or 
plot. Juliet finds in the letters not just inspiration for her next work, but also for her life as will readers. 
 

 

Kit 45 – 6 copies  The Last Lecture   Pausch, Randy 
A lot of professors give talks titled "The Last Lecture." Professors are asked to consider their demise and to ruminate on 
what matters most to them. And while they speak, audiences can't help but mull the same question: What wisdom would 
we impart to the world if we knew it was our last chance? If we had to vanish tomorrow, what would we want as our 
legacy?  When Randy Pausch, a computer science professor at Carnegie Mellon, was asked to give such a lecture, he 
didn't have to imagine it as his last, since he had recently been diagnosed with terminal cancer. But the lecture he gave--
"Really Achieving Your Childhood Dreams"--wasn't about dying. It was about the importance of overcoming obstacles, 
of enabling the dreams of others, of seizing every moment (because "time is all you have...and you may find one day 

that you have less than you think"). It was a summation of everything Randy had come to believe. It was about living. In this book, Randy 
Pausch has combined the humor, inspiration and intelligence that made his lecture such a phenomenon and given it an indelible form. It is 
a book that will be shared for generations to come.  
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Kit 46 – 6 copies  To Kingdom Come   Thomas, Will 
It's May of 1884, and Scotland Yard has just been blown up, the latest attack in the Irish Republican Brotherhood's 
dynamiting campaign to force Home Rule. Young Welshman Thomas Llewelyn, apprentice to Scottish master detective 
Cyrus Barker, rushes to the scene of the crime with his mentor in this fast-paced, cleanly written follow-up to Some 
Danger Involved, Thomas's first historical crime novel featuring the intrepid duo. Told from Llewelyn's keen and 
worshipful perspective, the tale traverses London and Europe and chronicles Barker and Llewelyn's undercover 
adventures and Barker's submersion in the character of German explosives expert Johannes van Rhyn. Llewelyn is 
brought into the thick of the action as van Rhyn's assistant, Thomas Penrith, an anarchist similarly skilled in bomb 

making. Together, they're initiated into the violent faction, called the Invincibles, while the younger double agent is enticed by the 
gorgeous redhead Maire O'Casey, sister of one of the terrorists. Can Llewelyn and Barker play along yet stop the Invincibles before they 
cripple the English government and bring down London's infrastructure? 
 

 

Kit 47 – 6 copies  The Time Traveler’s Wife  Niffenegger, Audrey 
Henry De Tamble, a rather dashing librarian, finds himself unavoidably whisked around in time. He disappears from a 
scene in, say, 1998 to find himself suddenly, usually without his clothes, which mysteriously disappear in transit, at an 
entirely different place 10 years earlier-or later. During one of these migrations, he drops in on beautiful teenage Clare 
Abshire, an heiress in a large house on the nearby Michigan peninsula, and a lifelong passion is born. The problem is 
that while Henry's age darts back and forth according to his location in time, Clare's moves forward in the normal 
manner, so the pair are often out of sync. It also has a splendidly drawn cast, from Henry's violinist father, ruined by the 
loss of his wife in an accident from which Henry time-traveled as a child, to Clare's odd family and a multitude of 

Chicago bohemian friends. The couple's daughter, Alba, inherits her father's strange abilities, but this is again handled with a light touch. 
Henry's foreordained end is agonizing, but Niffenegger has another card up her sleeve, and plays it with poignant grace. It is a fair tribute 
to her skill and sensibility to say that the book leaves a reader with an impression of life's riches. 
 

 

 Kit 48 – 6 copie  Reading Lolita in Tehran  Nafisi, Azar 
Reading Lolita in Tehran is a moving testament to the power of art and its ability to change and improve people's lives. 
In 1995, after resigning from her job as a professor at a university in Tehran due to repressive policies, Azar Nafisi 
invited seven of her best female students to attend a weekly study of great Western literature in her home. Since the 
books they read were officially banned by the government, the women were forced to meet in secret, often sharing 
photocopied pages of the illegal novels. For two years they met to talk, share, and "shed their mandatory veils and robes 
and burst into color." Though most of the women were shy and intimidated at first, they soon became emboldened by 
the forum and used the meetings as a springboard for debating the social, cultural, and political realities of living under 

strict Islamic rule. They discussed their harassment at the hands of "morality guards," the daily indignities of living under the Ayatollah 
Khomeini's regime, the effects of the Iran-Iraq war in the 1980s, love, marriage, and life in general, giving readers a rare inside look at 
revolutionary Iran. "There, in that living room, we rediscovered that we were also living, breathing human beings; and no matter how 
repressive the state became, no matter how intimidated and frightened we were, like Lolita we tried to escape and to create our own little 
pockets of freedom," she writes. In short, the art helped them to survive. 
 

 

 Kit 49 – 6 copies Stealing Buddha’s Dinner  Nguyen, Bich 
As a Vietnamese girl coming of age in Grand Rapids, Michigan, Nguyen is filled with a rapacious hunger for 
American identity, and the desire to belong transmutes into a passion for American food. More exotic- seeming than 
her Buddhist grandmother’s traditional specialties, the preservative-filled “delicacies” of mainstream America capture 
her imagination. The glossy branded allure of Pringles, Kit Kats, and Toll House Cookies becomes an ingenious 
metaphor for Nguyen’s struggle to become a “real” American, a distinction that brings with it the dream of the perfect 
school lunch, burgers and Jell- O for dinner. Vivid and viscerally powerful, this remarkable memoir about growing up 
in the 1980s introduces an original new literary voice and an entirely new spin on the classic assimilation story. 

 

 

Kit 50 – 6 copies  Sea of Poppies    Ghosh, Amitav 
Diaspora, myth and a fascinating language mashup propel the Rubik's cube of plots in Ghosh's picaresque epic of the 
voyage of the Ibis, a ship transporting Indian girmitiyas (coolies) to Mauritius in 1838. The first two-thirds of the book 
chronicles how the crew and the human cargo come to the vessel, now owned by rising opium merchant Benjamin 
Burnham. Mulatto second mate Zachary Reid, a 20-year-old of Lord Jim–like innocence, is passing for white and 
doesn't realize his secret is known to the gomusta (overseer) of the coolies, Baboo Nob Kissin, an educated Falstaffian 
figure who believes Zachary is the key to realizing his lifelong mission. Among the human cargo, there are three 
fugitives in disguise, two on the run from a vengeful family and one hoping to escape from Benjamin. Also on board is 

a formerly high caste raj who was brought down by Benjamin and is now on his way to a penal colony. The cast is marvelous and the plot 
majestically serpentine, but the real hero is the English language, which has rarely felt so alive and vibrant. 
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 Kit 51 – 6 copies Flowers for Algernon   Keys, Daniel 
Following his doctor's instructions, engaging simpleton Charlie Gordon tells his own story. He dimly wants to better 
himself, but with an IQ of 68 can't even beat the laboratory mouse Algernon at maze-solving: Algernon is extra-clever 
thanks to an experimental brain operation so far tried only on animals. Charlie eagerly volunteers as the first human 
subject. After frustrating delays and agonies of concentration, the effects begin to show and the reports steadily 
improve. But getting smarter brings cruel shocks, as Charlie realizes that his merry "friends" at the bakery where he 
sweeps the floor have all along been laughing at him, never with him. The IQ rise continues, taking him steadily past 
the human average to genius level and beyond, until he's as intellectually alone as the old, foolish Charlie ever was--
and now painfully aware of it. Then, ominously, the smart mouse Algernon begins to deteriorate... 

 

 

Kit TBA  Snow Falling on Cedars   Guterson, David 
A phenomenal West Coast bestseller, winner of the Pacific Northwest Booksellers Award, the PEN/Faulkner Award, 
and an Abby Award nominee, this enthralling novel is at once a murder mystery, a courtroom drama, the story of a 
doomed love affair, and a stirring meditation on place, prejudice, and justice. 
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UPCOMING DISCUSSIONS AND KITS:  
 
 

Kit TBA  The Prince of Frogtown   Bragg, Rick 
Bragg merges his father's history of severe hardships and simple joys with a tale from the present: his own relationship 
with his stepson. The title comes from his father, who grew up in the mill village in Jacksonville, Ala., a dirt-poor 
neighborhood known as Frogtown, a place where they didn't bother to name the streets, but simply assigned letters. His 
father's story walks the line between humorous and heartbreaking. Juxtaposed with vignettes about Bragg's stepson, this 
memoir has great perspective as the reader sees Bragg, the son of a dysfunctional father who grew up very poor, grapple 
with becoming the father of a modern-day mama's boy. This book, much like his previous two memoirs, is lush with 
narratives about manhood, fathers and sons, families and the changing face of the rural South.  
Discussion Date: 8/10/10 

 
 

 

 Kit TBA  The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time Haddon, Mark 
This novel is a bitterly funny murder mystery of sorts. Fifteen-year-old Christopher John Francis Boone is 
mathematically gifted and socially hopeless, raised in a working-class home by parents who can barely cope with their 
child's quirks. He takes everything at face value, and is unable to sort out the strange behavior of his elders and peers. 
Late one night, Christopher comes across his neighbor's poodle, Wellington, impaled on a garden fork. Wellington's 
owner finds him cradling her dead dog in his arms, and has him arrested. After spending a night in jail, Christopher 
resolves--against the objection of his father and neighbors--to discover just who has murdered Wellington. The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time is original, clever, and genuinely moving: this one is a must-read.  
Discussion Date: 9/4/10 

 

 

 Kit TBA  Olive Kitteridge    Strout, Elizabeth 
Thirteen linked tales from Strout present a heart-wrenching, penetrating portrait of ordinary coastal Mainers living lives 
of quiet grief intermingled with flashes of human connection. The opening chapter focuses on terse, dry junior high-
school teacher Olive Kitteridge and her gregarious pharmacist husband, Henry, both of whom have survived the loss of a 
psychologically damaged parent, and both of whom suffer painful attractions to co-workers. Themes of suicide, 
depression, bad communication, aging, love, Olive herself, appear in each of these stories. The collection is easy to read 
and impossible to forget. 
Discussion Date: 10/12/10 

 

 

Kit TBA  Lace Makers of Glenmara  Barbieri, Heather 
In a small Irish town, Glenmara, a heartbroken American tourist, Kate Robinson, finds her one-night stay extended with 
the help of some motherly role models. Kate's hostess, chronically grieving widow Bernie, draws the young Seattleite 
into a gossipy ring of lace makers. Kate, a former fashion designer, takes to them perfectly, inspiring them to take on an 
empowering but controversial project. The result is a sweet novel with few surprises. Still, Barbieri's world generates 
convincing warmth and emotion, making it worth a look for Friday Night Knitting Club fans between sequels. 
Discussion Date: 11/9/10 
 

 
 

Pick up your copy of an upcoming book discussion and attend our monthly meetings, the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 7 p.m. 
 

 

Book covers are a sample. They may not be from the edition contained within the Book Club Kit used by the Ransom Discussion 
Group. Reviews are from Kalamazoo Public Library and Amazon.com. Some reviews have been edited to be more concise. 


